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Conference is Coming - Here's a Speaker Preview!
The theme of the 2021 Annual Conference Online is Coming Together,
Breaking Through (August 2-6). The week-long virtual conference will feature
a series of keynote presentations and discussions delivered by preeminent
change-makers, thought-leaders, advocates, artists, and innovators. These
impactful voices will help us think more deeply, and have breakthrough
revelations about the big-picture issues and opportunities for our ﬁeld.
We are excited to share a preview of four of our presenters. You won't want to
miss hearing from them, as well as the other speakers we are lining up, so
mark your calendar now! Registration opens on June 15.

Daniel Bernard Roumain
Composer, Violinist, Band-Leader,
Educator, Curator, and Arts Administrator

https://acso.memberclicks.net/administrator/index.php?option=com_mccore&view=contactcenter

Afa Dworkin
President & Artistic Director,
Sphinx Organization
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Vu Le
Writer, Speaker,

Simon Woods
President & CEO,

Creator of NonproﬁtAF.com
Orchestras

League of American

Last Chance! 2021 ACSO Award Nominations Due
Tomorrow, May 14
Help us recognize outstanding
individuals and organizations in the
ACSO network (like the 2020 award
winners pictured here) for their
meaningful contributions to the
orchestra field by completing a
nomination for one of ACSO's four
annual awards. It's easy! Simply complete a nomination form by Friday, May
14, 2021. Awards categories include:
Kris Sinclair Leadership Award ($5,000 award for an organization)
Executive Leadership Award
Emerging Professional Award ($500 award)
MVP Volunteer Award
Nominations will be reviewed by the ACSO Awards Task Force and recipients
will be presented at the ACSO Annual Meeting during the 2021 Annual
Conference Online (Aug 2-6). Visit our website to learn more and to complete
a nomination form.

Guest Blog Post by Anna James Miller

Making Lemonade: Local Arts Advocacy During a
Pandemic
https://acso.memberclicks.net/administrator/index.php?option=com_mccore&view=contactcenter
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In the latest installment of our Guest Blog
Series, San Luis Obispo Symphony Executive
Director Anna James Miller shares how
collective local arts advocacy efforts in her
county led to the creation of recording
guidelines and the inception of the Central
Coast Coalition of Arts Leaders. Anna wrote,
"Rather than demanding guidelines and a way
forward, I believe our success was rooted in
positioning the Central Coast Coalition of Arts Leaders as a partner with the
County - to help inform those in our ﬁeld of the standards and guidelines, and
help the County understand our sector’s unique needs and contributions to the
local community." Read the full blog post here.
Would you like to be a guest blogger for ACSO or do you have some ideas for
topics or people you'd like to hear from? Let us know at ofﬁce@acso.org.

Recognizing Jim Hogan's 40 Years of Leadership &
More News from ACSO Members
The California Youth Symphony (CYS) recently
announced its long-time executive director, Jim
Hogan, will be retiring later this summer after an
incredible 40 years of leadership. During his tenure,
Jim has played a critical role in making CYS one of
the premier youth music programs in the nation.
ACSO endorses this well-deserved recognition for Jim. He has made an
incredible impact on the lives of generations of young musicians in California.
As an active member of ACSO and the youth orchestra peer group, Jim told
us that he has “greatly enjoyed and beneﬁted from so many ACSO events
over the years, particularly the youth orchestra confabs.” Jim, there will always
be always a seat at ACSO's table for you.
For more of the latest developments and changes in the professional lives of
our members, click here to read the most recent edition of Up & Down the
Scale, covering member announcements made January through April 2021. If
you want ACSO to share the administrative, board, or staff member

https://acso.memberclicks.net/administrator/index.php?option=com_mccore&view=contactcenter
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happenings at your organization, send announcements or press releases
to ofﬁce@acso.org.

Latest on SVOG; NEA's First Phase of ARP
Funding
Our colleagues at the League of American Orchestras and Americans for the
Arts shared news from the SBA that as of May 11, about 11,600 Shuttered
Venue Operators Grant applications have been received and new submissions
are averaging 200 a day. SBA stated that there are still ample funds
available (as much as $6 billion) and they highly encourage all eligible
performing arts organizations, venues, museums, movie theaters, producers
and talent representatives to still apply at www.svograntportal.sba.gov/s/.
These numbers are a strong indicator that all eligible applicants have a strong
chance of being fully funded, and present the possibility of a second
supplemental grant for ﬁrst quarter 2021 losses. More detailed SVOG stats
and data will be posted on the SVOG website this week. While the application
portal does not currently have a closing date, it’s advisable to submit your
application by the end of May.
For those performing arts organizations and artists that are not eligible for
SVOG, please know that additional federal COVID-19 economic assistance
will be administered soon from the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA),
National Endowment for the Humanities, Institute of Museum and Library
Services, state and local arts and humanities agencies, and state and local
government block grants.
In fact, on April 29 the NEA announced that $52 million of its $135 million
American Rescue Plan (ARP) funding will go to state arts agencies and
regional arts organizations and the remaining 60% of the ARP funds will be
awarded by the NEA directly to non-proﬁts organizations to assist in
preserving job and supporting pandemic recovery. Eligible applicants for ARP
funding are not limited to previous NEA grantees, as in previous emergency
funding programs, and grant recipients will be allowed to use ARP funding for
general operating costs. More information on applicant eligibility will be in the
to-be-posted funding guidelines coming in June. To receive updates on the
NEA’s American Rescue Plan grant opportunities, please ﬁll out this form.

https://acso.memberclicks.net/administrator/index.php?option=com_mccore&view=contactcenter
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Post-Pandemic Financial Health Webinar Series for
Small Organizations
After a year of closed doors, arts and cultural organizations are beginning to
re-open to the public in a drastically changed economic and social landscape.
This means developing new, innovative strategies while also maintaining a
strong grasp on your organization’s ﬁnancial outlook and management.
SMU DataArts' upcoming webinar series will provide helpful insights and tools
for small organizations to rebuild ﬁnancial health during re-opening and
recovery. Registration links are available below:
Building Blocks for Small Organizations: Budgeting Basics
Wednesday, May 19, 12-1 pm PT
Register Here
Building Blocks for Small Organizations: Chart of Accounts
Wednesday, May 26, 12-1 pm PT
Register Here
Building Blocks for Financial Health: Metrics and Working Capital
Wednesday, June 2, 12-1 pm PT
Register Here

Reopening Checklist for Live Entertainment Industry
As people in the U.S. continue to get vaccinated and cities and states begin to
reopen, the National Independent Venue Association (NIVA) and Event Safety
Alliance (ESA), in partnership with the Association of Performing Arts
Professionals (APAP), Coalition of Performing Arts Centers, and National
Independent Talent Organization (NITO) have joined together to research,
create, and present “Safe In Sound,” a free reopening checklist for the live
entertainment industry. This toolkit was developed after consultation with the
Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and based on the most up-to-date
guidance and resources available at Guidance for COVID-19 | CDC. It serves
as the framework for venues and promoters to reopen fully as safely as
possible. Click here to download the Reopening Checklist.

Jobs from the ACSO Career Center
https://acso.memberclicks.net/administrator/index.php?option=com_mccore&view=contactcenter
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Director of Marketing (posted 5/10/21)
LOS ANGELES CHAMBER ORCHESTRA
Director of Major Gifts - Education and Community Giving (posted 5/5/21)
PACIFIC SYMPHONY
Orchestra Manager (posted 5/5/21)
MONTEREY SYMPHONY
Development Associate (posted 5/5/21)
PASADENA SYMPHONY AND POPS
Chief Operating Ofﬁcer (posted 5/4/21)
KANSAS CITY SYMPHONY
Artistic Director/Conductor (posted 5/4/21)
NAPA VALLEY YOUTH SYMPHONY
Click here to view more career opportunities or to post a job in the ACSO
Career Center.

Post a Job • Submit a Concert Listing • Become a Member • Donate

https://acso.memberclicks.net/administrator/index.php?option=com_mccore&view=contactcenter
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